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with Henry. So in June 1080 he went south to Ceprano and
there made peace with Robert Guiscard; he released him
from the ban and enfeoffed him not only with his former
duchy, but also with the territory the seizure of which had
been the cause of his excommunication. Guiscard was will-
ing enough, for he wanted peace in order to turn his arms
against the Eastern Empire and invade Greece. Regardless
of papal appeals he started in 1081 and won a brilliant
success ; he was even on the point of marching on Constanti-
nople when he was recalled by revolt in South Italy. Not
until 1084 did Gregory get any assistance from the Normans,
for whose alliance he had sacrificed so much.
He needed their help in the intervening years, for his The sieges
allies in Germany were now helpless, and Henry was able, ^^ur
for the first time in his reign, to lead a military expedition by Henry
into Italy. He came to execute the sentence of Brixen and
to establish his nominee on the papal throne, and he preluded
his coming by letters to the Romans, expecting to renew with
them the alliance of 1061 against an independent Papacy.
In this he was disappointed, for when he appeared before the
city in 1081 he found no response from within, and the small
forces at his disposal were inadequate to attempt a direct
assault. Nor was he any more successful in the following
year. But the strain of successive sieges began to have their
effect. In 1083 he made a more prolonged effort, and at last
in June he succeeded in capturing St. Peter's and the Leonine
City. Then the fortitude of the Romans gave way. They
tried to persuade Gregory to come to terms, and his firm
refusal gave them an excuse for deserting him. In March
1084 Henry was admitted into the city proper on the other
side of the Tiber. Gregory with a small following (for even
some of the, cardinals had gone into the other camp) remained
entrenched in the Castle of Sant' Angelo. The course of
events now followed, designedly no doubt, the precedent of
1046. A synod declared Gregory VII deposed, and Henry
IV's nominee, Guibert, was enthroned in St. Peter's, taking
significantly the name of Clement III in memory of the
Clement II whom Henry III had nominated to succeed the
deposed Gregory VI. By him Henry and his wife Bertha
were crowned Emperor and Empress; the victory of the
temporal power seemed now to have been achieved, and
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